this would not be a valid reason to present them separately.
Section four deals with "Treatment" with emphasis on residential treatment and this reflects the setting at the Hawthorn Center where good work was done in this area with older children.
In the final section, "Perspective", the author makes a historical review of the development of child psychiatry and makes some predictions for the future.
EVA P. LESTER This book, which purports to deal with the training of profoundly retarded children, appears to be principally directed toward the nursing profession, child-care workers and parents. This is a field which requires considerable dedication and compassion and neither are lacking in the author's approach, but she fails to discuss the fundamental question of why it should be necessary to administer the program which she describes, in a hospital setting. In fact the present-day trend is towards the development of home -care programs for mentally retarded children living in a family setting. The author's concepts of diagnosis are quite naive. For example, she describes individual work with an eight-year-old boy "whose LQ. was estimated at 25 upon the Vineland Social Maturity Scale." This boy however could print any word that was verbally pronounced to him. There are two errors here. Firstly, the Vineland is not an LQ. test and secondly, the evidence given would suggest that the boy's basic problem was not one of 'retardation'.
The main merit of this book lies in useful and practical hints which are offered to those who are involved in the care of the severely retarded. The other sections detract more than they add.
Leon Sloman, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. Montreal. how mothers of these children perceived the abnormality, what their decision making processes were regarding the seeking and using of services; and how they used, responded to and valued the services rendered."
Mothers of Retarded Children-How
The study appears to be of the 'pilot' project type with no hypotheses formulated and no statistical analysis performed, but is intended to be impressionistic in nature.
It involved 24 cases who were 'brain damaged', with an LQ. of 54 or less and who were not more than ten years of age, obtained from an out-patient retardation clinic. The data comes from interviews with the mothers and clinic staff and investigation of the clinic's files. Due to the small sample size, its narrow socioeconomic range and the fact that it was predominately Roman Catholic makes it next to impossible to translate the authors' impressions to outside the setting investigated.
To this reviewer's point of view, the most interesting finding of this study is the fact that the mothers perceived as most helpful those services offering concrete assistance to their child or family. In decreasing order of importance they listed: the public health nurse, nursery school and speech therapy and did not list any other discipline or service frequently. Psychologists and physicians were not mentioned and case workers were not seen as a 'help'.
One other finding of note is the almost complete agreement of the mothers that relatives, neighbours, friends and the
